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Speakers

Mr Tony Brown, Local Government Inspector, provided a briefing on the
commencement of the Local Government Inspectorate as well as his
priorities for 2026.

Ms Belinda Stopic, General Manager of Regional Operations, Main
Roads WA, provided a briefing in response to the Zone's letter to the
Deputy Premier regarding the Great Eastern Highway. Mr Mohammad
Siddiqui, Regional Manager Wheatbelt, and Mr Martin Lodge, Main
Roads Consultant, both provided supporting presentations and input.
Ms Eva Colic, Telstra Regional Engagement Manager, and Mr Kevin
Donnellan, Regional Network Advisor, provided an update on mobile
network upgrades, co-investment programs, satellite to mobile and
network resilience and ATU Program.

Zone Business

The Zone resolved by Special Majority to endorse the proposed
amendments to the Zone Constitution (included in both the February
and April meeting papers).

The Zone endorsed the updated Zone Priorities.
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The Zone receive an initial draft budget, before formal consideration at the June

meeting.

The Zone discussed its upcoming delegation, to be held immediately prior to the

June Zone meeting.

State Council Agenda

The Zone supported all the recommendations for Matters for Decision:

8.1 Protecting Council Member and Employee Privacy Advocacy Position

8.2 Water Management Advocacy Position

8.3 Off Roads Vehicles Advocacy Position

8.4 Homelessness Advocacy Position

Reports

The following reports were spoken to at the meeting:

Wheatbelt Development Commission; and
Water Corporation

Zone Chair, President Cr Tony Sachse welcomed all Zone Delegates, CEOs and guests to

the meeting, and thanked the Shire of Cunderdin for hosting the April Zone meeting.



State Councillor, Cr Stephen Strange

Cr Strange provided an update to the meeting on various WALGA matters including:

e Recent and upcoming business of State Council and Policy Teams;

e Overview of the Mayors and Presidents Forum, including acknowledging feedback
received throughout the event;

e Update on the election of Mayor Mark Irwin as WALGA President, and President Chris
Antonio as WALGA Deputy President;

e Update on recent local sporting and community achievements within the Zone.

Minutes

Minutes from the meeting can be accessed on the WALGA website.

Next Meeting

The next Great Eastern Country Zone meeting will be held on Thursday, 11 June, in Perth
with an online option for all delegates.

Further details will be circulated with the notice of meeting.

Contact Information

Habiba Farrag, Zone Secretariat — hfarrag@walga.asn.au or 9213 2050

Sam McLeod, Zone Executive Officer — smcleod@walga.asn.au or 0488 668 301
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