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President’s Report 
 
 
What a different month we’ve just seen go by!  
 
With COVID-19 being our number one concern these past few weeks, the CEO and 
staff have worked extremely hard ensuring Federal Government regulations and 
guidelines are implemented and followed strictly. They’ve done an excellent job 
around town and within the Shire closing and fencing off necessary public spaces, 
campsites, and ensuring the safety of our locals. 
 
Unfortunately some community members have still been gathering along the main 
street in numbers greater than 2 with the social distancing proving to be a bit of an 
issue. Hopefully things have improved at the time of writing this and that people are 
finally understanding the seriousness of this situation. If we can minimise the impact 
that Coronavirus has on our community, this will be great. 
 
Our maintenance team have attended to the storm damage and made vast 
improvements ensuring that we are better prepared for future unexpected storms.  
 
Some works improvements have included: 
 

 Culverts on Nungarin North Road 
 Floodway on Burracoppin-Campion Road 
 Maintenance grading on various roads affected by the heavy rain 

 
 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS DATES 
 
Any scheduled meetings have been cancelled for the moment and any necessary 
meetings will be made available electronically. Although we are bound to have 
teething problems at the beginning, I am sure this will improve as time goes by. It will 
also set us up to allow Councillors to attend Council Meetings electronically if they are 
unable to make future meetings in person.  
I have attended a series of weekly webinars run by WALGA. Updates for Councils, 
positive guidance, possible incentives for your local government and ways of staying 
in touch with your communities have been discussed. As is often the case with 
WALGA, a lot of the information seems aimed at larger Shires, but if we can take 
away any small helpful tips from these webinars, then they are worth attending. 
Thank you to all in this difficult, unknown time. If we all stay on the same page and 
work together as a team, Nungarin can come through the other side as safely and 
unaffected as possible. 
Stay well and safe  
 
Pippa de Lacy  
Shire President                 
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COUNCILLOR O’Connell 
REPORT -  MEETINGS / FUNCTIONS ATTENDED 

 

 20th March  Rural Water Council AGM/Meeting -Teleconference 
 31st March  Kununoppin Medical Practice Interview-Zoom 
 31st March  Kununoppin Medical Practice Debrief-Zoom 
 2nd April  Kununoppin Medical Practice Interview-Zoom 
 2nd April  Kununoppin Medical Practice Debrief-Teleconference 
 3rd April  Kununoppin Local Health Advisory Group Meeting 

CANCELLED 
 6th April  NE SRRG meeting-Teleconference 
 8th April  NCDG meeting 

   
   RURAL WATER COUNCIL AGM & MEETING    

This was held by teleconference. I attended. Deputy President Coumbe was an apology. 
The minutes are not available as yet. 
AGM: 
Election:  
President:  Laurie Short re-elected (Community member) 
Vice-Pres.:  Cr Tony Sache (Mt Marshall) 
Executive members: Cr Eileen O’Connell (Nungarin) 
   Cr Frank Johnson (Gingin) 
   (Missed the third name) 
 

BUSINESS INCLUDED: 
1) Membership Fees: these have increased for both Associations and Individuals. 

Some years ago we reduced the amount for 1 year and never increased it. Due 
to the Special meeting held in January (meeting with Minister of Water), the 
March meeting being a Teleconference and the increase re Secretarial services 
due to the previous issues, this has diminished our reserves. With the 
assumption that we will not be having face-to-face meetings for the foreseeable 
future, it was felt prudent to increase the subscriptions. Robert will be sending 
out the Invoices with a letter of explanation to the Chief Executive Officers. 

2) Financial: Budget was adopted. Accounts for payment were approved. 
3) Membership Application: Application from Shire of Dowerin was approved. 
4) District Reports: some given. Any reports for the foreseeable future need to be 

sent to Robert to be sent out with the Meeting Agenda. 
5) Regional Manager, Goldfields & Agricultural Region, Water Corporation: 

Ms Sharon Broad has left the position. No new appointment as at the meeting. 
  

KUNUNOPPIN MEDICAL PRACTICE 
I attended as our Delegate. These interviews and debriefings were all done on Zoom. 
Although I had practiced on my phone and Computer, I had difficulty using my Shire 
Electronic Device.  
Cr Melanie Brown (Chair Kununoppin Medical Practice) chaired the interviews with 
all Delegates and CEO’s muted. I have put all under this one heading. 

Tuesday 31st March: Interview: I only managed some of this interview and was 
unable to get on for the Debriefing. Did follow up. 
Thursday 2nd April: Interview: I attended as did out Chief Executive Officer. 
          Debriefing: I missed the beginning and did via 
teleconference. 



COUNCIL MEETING ATTACHMENTS 
15 April 2020 

 

23 
 

The four Delegates agreed on a preferred Candidate and President Brown was 
contacting the Doctor concerned and also Dr Walker. Hopefully there will be an 
update for our Council meeting. 

 
 

NORTH EAST SUB REGIONAL ROAD GROUP 
This meeting was by teleconference. I attended as did our Chief Executive Officer. 
As our newly elected Chair has resigned from his Council we had an election for Chair 
and Delegate for the SRRG. Then for the Deputy for both. 
 

Elections:  WNE SRRG -      Chair:    Cr Eileen O’Connell 
D/Chair: Cr Geoff Water 

       WN RRG -          Delegate: Cr Eileen O’Connell 
     1st Proxy: Cr Geoff Waters 
     2nd Proxy: Cr Wayne Della Bosca 
 
 Business Discussed: 

1) Funding Recoup Items: 
a) Review of Direct Grant Funding 
b) All Projects 
c) Road Project Fundings:  

Recoup Register – great improvement 
Nungarin, Koorda, Mt Marshall and Yilgarn have completed and 
waiting for documentation to complete claims. 

2) Allocation of Additional 2020/21 Yr SRFtLGA (State Road Funds to Local 
Government Agreement) Funding: Only one Shire showed interest but was 
decided that more time was needed and all would look at it for 2021/22. (for 
those that aren’t aware, the program for 2020/21 has already been agreed to). 

3) Unallocated funding: looks to be approximately $120,00. Was agreed to 
continue as before and it would be allocated pro-rata to each Shire. 

4) Chair welcomed Cr George Storer to the Group as the new Shire of Koorda 
Delegate. 

5) Letter to be written to Ricky Storer, thanking him for all his work for the SRRG 
as Chair and Delegate. 

6) Meetings: Agreed to continue SRRG meetings to continue being held on 
Mondays at 9am 

     Looking at either Zoom or Skype meetings in the future 
     Next meeting early July as RRG meeting is late July 

 
NUNGARIN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MEETING 

The decision has been made to cancel all face-to-face meetings for the foreseeable 
future. Any issues are to be sent to Secretary then to Committee members for comment. 
Any decisions by ‘flying minute’. All Committee member have received the financial 
report to 01/04/2020. 
 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS / EVENTS 

GECZ meeting   Teleconference  Thursday 30th April 
Rural Water Council meeting  Electronic   Friday 3rd July 
SRRG meeting   ?Zoom/Skype   Monday 6th July, 2020 
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RRG meeting    Electronic   Monday 27th July, 2020 
  

 
                
 

 R.E. O’Connell    
(Councillor)  
 


